Necessity of doing I'tizal 
from the People of Shirk 


Abdu'r-Rahman ibn Hasan al Ash-Shaykh said: ''So the Hunafa are the People 
of Tawhid: They do I'tizal (withdraw) from the Mushrikin, because Allah has 
obligated upon the People of Tawhid to do I'tizal (withdraw) from them, and to 
declare Takfir upon them (proclaim them as infidels), and disassociate (Bara'ah) 
from them, as Allah (Subhanahu wa Ta'ala) has mentioned regarding what His 
Khalil (Intimate Friend), Ibrahim (alayhi's-salam), said: "And I shall do I'tizal 
from you, and from those whom you invoke besides Allah." (Maryam 19/48) ... 
Till the verse: "So when he did I'tizal from them, and from those whom they 
worshiped besides Allah." (Maryam 19/49) 

And He (Subhanahu wa Ta'ala) mentioned: "Verily, we are free from you and 
whatever you worship besides Allah. We have disbelieved in you and there has 
emerged between us and you, hostility and hatred forever, until you believe in 
Allah Alone." (al-Mumtahinah 60/4) 

And He (Subhanahu wa Ta'ala) mentioned regarding the People of the Cave: 
"And when you do Ttizal from them, and that which they worship, except 
Allah." (al-Kahf 18/16) 

Hence, the People of Tawhid do not complete (their obligations from) Tawhid, 
except by doing I'tizal from the People of Shirk, and by being hostile against 
them, and declaring Takfir upon them. 

Thus, (the People of Tawhid) are "Mu'tazilah" in this context [i.e., meaning they 
are "withdrawers", the literal meaning of the word "Mu'tazilah" - he does not 
mean the heretical sect] - and this is because the People of Tawhid withdraw 
from the People of Shirk; just as the Intimate Friend Ibrahim (alayhi's-salam) 
withdrew from them." (ad-Durar as-Saniyyah, 11/434) 


Abdu'r-Rahman bin Hasan narrates that: "Muhammad bin Abdu'l-Wahhab 
stated the following: 

"Some among them show enmity towards the Mushrik however they do not 
make Takfir of them." 

Therefore this also results from not comprehending the meaning of Ta ilaha 
illaAllah'. Whereas this Kalimah necessitates the rejection of Shirk at the same 
time it also necessitates making Takfir of those who perform this (Shirk). It is 
stable with Ijmaa that it is a necessity to do this after the establishing of Hujjah. 
Also in Surat al-Ikhlas and Kafirun this reality is expressed. 

Regarding "we make Takfir of you" which is mentioned in Mumtahina 60/4 
Muhammad bin Abdu'l-Wahhab states: 

"Whoever does not accept as Kafir that which the Qur'an has accepted as Kafir 
will have opposed to that which the rasul brought regarding Tawhid and its 
requirements." 

Muhammad bin Abdu'l-Wahhab again says: 

"There are some, who does not love Tawhid nor shows hatred and enmity 
(bughz) towards it." 

Our response for this is the following: 

The one who does not love Tawhid could not be Muwahhid. It is because 
Tawhid is the religion which Allah (azza wa jail) is pleased with for His slaves. 
Allah (azza wa jail) commanded: "and have chosen for you Islam as your 
religion." (al-Maidah 5/3) 

If an individual is pleased with things which Allah is pleased with and 
actualized its requirements; surely he would love Tawhid. It is for the reason 
without love it is not possible to mention Islam (if there is no love to Tawhid, 
there will be no Islam). Islam is only possible with loving (the love for) Tawhid. 

Ibn Taymiyyah said: "Ikhlas, is valid with the love of Allah, and it is bound to 
asking for His pleasure. Whoever loves Allah will also love His Din. If he does 
not love Allah, this would mean he also does not love His Din (or if he does not 
love His Din, therefore this means he also does not love Allah). Muhabbah 
necessitates the requirements of Ikhlas; meaning the conditions of Tawhid." 


Muhammad bin Abdu'l-Wahhab said: ''There are some who do not love Shirk 
however does not show hatred and enmity towards Shirk." 

I say: If someone is in this state, then this would show that this person does not 
invalidate yet those which are invalidated by Tawhid and also has not rejected 
(abandoned) Shirk. Although it is necessary to reject the worship of any other 
than Allah and keep distant from this; he does not actualize this. Therefore 
because this individual does not carry anything from Islam, Islam will not 
protect his life and properties. Thus the Hadith mentioned previously 
constitutes evidence of this. 

Muhammad bin Abdu'l-Wahhab said: "Some do not reject Shirk because of not 
having knowledge of Shirk." 

I say: This person also could not be a Muwahhid. To be a Muwahhid he needs to 
reject Shirk and keep distant from Shirk; he also has to keep distant from Ahl 
Shirk and perform Takfir of them. The one who does not recognize Shirk cannot 
achieve that which 'la ilaha illaAllah' exhibits. 

Whoever does not behave according to the meaning this Kalimah implicates 
could not be accounted as Mu'min. In this state it means he is not upon Islam 
and he does not know anything from Islam. It is because whoever does not 
accept and submit to what the meaning Kalimah comprises, attesting to its truth 
while attributing it to Ilm and certainty and thereby holding Ikhlas and love 
foreground; it will mean he will not have actualized the requirements of the 
Kalimah. These individuals are not upon anything from this Din. Even if they 
utter the Kalimah 'la ilaha illaAllah' they do not know what this Kalimah 
indicates and comprises. 

Muhammad bin Abdu'l-Wahhab stated: "Some do not know Tawhid yet do not 
reject it." 

This is similar to the expression mentioned in the previous paragraph. These 
individuals prior to anything do not have knowledge of what to do regarding 
the matters which all Nabi who had been sent to explain the Din. The state of 
those individuals who are in this situation are like those Allah had said: "They 
are only like cattle; nay, they are worse astray in Path." (al-Furqan 25/44) about. 

Muhammad bin Abdu'l-Wahhab said: "Some -these are the most dangerous 


ones- practice Tawhid however does not know its value, does not show hatred 
and enmity towards those who reject Tawhid and also they do not make Takfir 
of them." 

The reason for Muhammad bin Abdu'l-Wahhab using the expression "these are 
the most dangerous ones" is because they do not know the value of the thing 
they practice and they do not actualize the hard conditions of Tawhid. 

Whereas these are the conditions which confirm Tawhid and makes it Sahih and 
these are surely required. As you learned before; Tawhid necessitates while 
establishing Hujjah to them, informing Mushrik that they are Kafir and showing 
hatred and enmity towards them, keeping distant from Shirk and rejecting 
Shirk. 

Therefore these individuals only fooled themselves. It is because they do not 
actualize any of the indications of nafy and isbat (rejection and acceptance) of 
the Kalimah Ta ilaha illaAllah' which we also call Tkhlas'. 

Muhammad bin Abdu'l-Wahhab said: "Some reject Shirk and does not find it 
right -according to his opinion-; however does not comprehend the true nature 
of Shirk." 

These as such are very close to the previous ones however they do not 
comprehend the true nature of Shirk yet. If the had comprehended the true 
nature of Shirk, they would practice what the Muhkam Ayah indicated. As in 
this statement of Ibrahim (alayhi's-salam): 

"1 do indeed clear myself of what ye worship." (az-Zukhruf 43/26) 

"We are clear of you and of whatever ye worship besides Allah: we have made 
Takfir of you, and there has arisen, between us and you, enmity and hatred for 
ever, unless ye believe in Allah and Him alone." (al-Mumtahina 60/4) 

For the individual who knows Shirk and rejects Shirk must keep distant from 
Ahl Shirk and their Taghout; befriend the believers and show hatred and enmity 
towards Shirk and Ahl Shirk and accept them as enemies. These two types of 
human kind, consist of the majority among those who claim to be Muslim 
today. 

They do not practice due to ignorance, the necessity of Tawhid which will make 


them an absolute Muwahhid, and they do not know what the Kalimah Ikhlas 
requires to be accepted and prohibited. Indeed how great the number of those 
fooled who do not know the true meaning of Din is. As obviously understood 
Allah ta'ala declares Ahl Shirk as Kuffar and attributes them with this (Kufr) in 
His Muhkam Ayah: 'It is not for such as join gods with Allah, to visit or 
maintain the mosques of Allah while they witness against their own souls to 
infidelity." (at-Tawbah 9/17) 


Abdu'r-Rahman Alas'h-Shaykh said: "If the slave had known the meaning of 
'lailahaillaAllah' he would have known that, the one who has doubts or the one 
who hesitates regarding the Takfir of the one who associates partners to Allah, 
does not reject the Taghout." (ad-Duraru's-Saniya, 11/523) 


Abu Butayn answered a question in the following manner to those who asked 
him: "You are making Takfir of Muslims.' 

The individual who say 'you are making Takfir of Muslims' to us does not know 
Islam or Tawhid. It is understood from his statement that his Islam is not 
sound/valid. It is because this individual does not reject the Shirk of today's 
Mushrik and he does not evaluate it as Shirk which nullifies Tawhid. An 
individual who is in such situation is not Muslim." (Majmuatu'r-Rasail, I, Part 
3, 655) 


Ibn Taymiyyah said: "For this reason, anyone who does not worship Allah, 
certainly worships other than Allah. Mankind is two types: The Muwahhid and 
those who are Mushrik or those who mix Tawhid with Shirk; Christians, Jews 
and deviated ones who attribute themselves to Islam and their likes are Mushrik 
who mix Tawhid and Shirk." (Fatawa, 14/282) 


He also said: "Whoever is arrogant regarding worship to Allah is not Muslim. 
And whoever worships any other object while worshiping Allah is also not 
Muslim." (Kitabu'n-Nubuwwah, 127) 


Abdullah Bin Abdu'r-Rahmaan Abu Butayn said: "Allah (subhanahu wa ta'ala) 


says: ''This is a message to mankind in order that they may be warned thereby 
and that they may know that He is One and that the people of understanding 
may take heed." (Ibrahim 14/52) 

It is very important to note that Allah (subhanahu wa ta'ala) didn't say "... and 
that they may say that He is One" He (subhanahu wa ta'ala) said "...and that 
they may know that He is One." Allah (subhanahu wa ta'ala) also says: 

"And those whom they invoke instead of Him have no power of intercession; 
except those who bear witness to the truth (i.e. believed in the Oneness of Allah, 
and obeyed His Orders), and they know (the facts about the Oneness of Allah)." 

(az-Zukhruf 43/86) 

That is to say they should know in their hearts what they gave witness to with 
their tongues. Rasulullah (sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam) said: "Whoever dies 
with the knowledge that there is nothing worthy of worship except Allah shall 
enter Jannah." (Muslim) 

The scholars referred to the previous Ayah and others like it as evidence to 
prove that the first obligation on a person is to know Allah (subhanahu wa 
ta'ala). 

This Ayah proves that the largest of obligations is the knowledge of the 
meaning of 'La ilaha ilia Allah' and that the greatest form of ignorance is to be 
ignorant of the meaning of 'La ilaha illaAllah'. 

Yet surprisingly, we still find that there are people who if they hear someone 
talking about the meaning of 'La ilaha illaAllah' as rejection and affirmation, 
they disagree because they think it is not their duty to judge people. 

We answer them by saying that everyone is entrusted to learn Tawhid, for 
which Allah created both the Jinn and the mankind, and sent all His Prophets 
and Messengers to call to. You are required to know the opposite of Tawhid, 
which is Shirk, that Allah (subhanahu wa ta'ala) does not forgive nor excuse out 
of ignorance, and it is also forbidden to blindly follow on this matter because it 
is the corner-stone and root of one's Islam. 

Therefore anyone who does not enjoin the good and forbid evil is surely led far 
astray especially because the greatest good is Tawhid and the worst evil is 



shirk." (Ad Durar as-Saniyya 58/12) 


Hamad bin Atiq stated: "There are many individuals who have not made Shirk 
but they have not stayed distant from the Mushrik either. For this reason they 
are not Muslim, they have not followed the Din the Rasul (sallallaahu alayhi wa 
sallam) have informed." (Sabil an-Najati waT-Fiqaq) 


Hamad Ibn Atiq an-Najdi also said: "And here is an excellent point, in His 
saying: "Verily, we are free from you and whatever you worship besides Allah" 
and it is that: 

"Allah (azza wa jail) preceded the disavowal (Bara'ah) from the Mushrikin, who 
worship other than Allah, ahead of the disavowal from the idols, which are 
worshiped beside Allah." 

Because the first is more important than the second. Because if he has disavowal 
from the idols but does not have disavowal from those who worship them, then 
he would not have come with what was obligatory upon him. However, if he 
has disavowal from the Mushrikin then this necessitates that he has disavowal 
from their deities (as well). 

And likewise, is His statement: "And I shall turn away from you and from those 
whom you invoke besides Allah. And I shall call on my Lord; and I hope that I 
shall not be un-blessed in my invocation to my Lord." (Maryam 19/48) - the 
verse. 

So He preceded turning away from them ahead of turning away from what they 
worship beside Allah. 

And likewise, is His statement: "So when he had turned away from them and 
from those whom they worshiped besides Allah..." (Maryam, 19/49) 

And His statement: 'And when you withdraw from them, and that which they 
worship, besides Allah..." (al-Kahf, 18/16) 

So this point is upon you, as it opens a door for you to have enmity towards the 
enemies of Allah. 


So how many people have not fallen into Shirk, yet they do not have enmity 
towards its people? 

So he could not be a Muslim with that, as he has left the religion of all the 
Messengers." 

Then he (i.e., Ibrahim) said: "...we have rejected you, and it has become openly 
seen between us and you, hostility and hatred for ever, until you believe in 
Allah Alone." 

So His statement: "...become openly seen..." in other words, it has become clear 
and open. And contemplate the preceding of the enmity over the hatred because 
the first is more important than the second. 

This is because the person may hate the Mushrikin, while he does not take them 
as enemies, so he would not have come with that which is obligatory upon him 
until the enmity and the hatred comes from him. 

And it is also a must for the enmity and the hatred to be openly and clearly 
shown. 

And know that even if the hatred is tied to the heart, that it doesn't benefit until 
its results are shown, and its indicators become clear, and it will not be like that 
until it is accompanied by the enmity and the cutting off. Then at that time the 
enmity and the hatred will both be openly clear. But, if there is allegiance and 
pursuit, then that indicates the non-existence of the hatred, so it is upon you to 
contemplate this topic because it clarifies for you many doubts." (Majmu'at at- 
Tawhid, The Twelfth Letter, 376-378) 


